The occurrence of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome and unsuspected human immunodeficiency virus in burn patients.
Although the risk of nosocomial transmission of human immunodeficiency virus remains low, burn center personnel may be at greater risk. Approximately 10% of burn patients admitted to an urban center were found to be positive to the human immunodeficiency virus, consistent with other findings of increased prevalence in trauma patients. "Universal" precautions adequate for other health care settings may not be sufficient in the burn center. Knowledge of a patient's human immunodeficiency virus status has important treatment implications.